
 
 
 
 

October 5, 2022 
 
 
 

 
The Honorable Richard Durbin   The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Majority Whip     Chairwoman 
United States Senate    Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20510   United States House of Representatives 
      Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Senator Durbin and Chairwoman DeLauro: 

The National Industrial Hemp Council of America (NIHC) is grateful for the introduction of the Food 
Safety Administration Act of 2022 (S. 4520; H.R. 8358) in both the U.S. Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The National Industrial Hemp Council endorses this legislation and is fully committed to 
working with both of you to ensure its passage.  

On behalf of the growers, producers, and retailers who make up America’s hemp industry, the NIHC 
serves to educate the American public and policymakers about hemp and support a commonsense 
approach to policymaking for the U.S. domestic hemp industry. The cornerstone of our mission is that 
consumers have a right to know what’s in the hemp-derived products they’re buying and that they have a 
right to feel safe.  

We appreciate that this legislation separates food from drugs, medical devices, and other products 
regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) by renaming the current Food and Drug 
Administration the Federal Drug Administration and establishing a new federal agency titled Food Safety 
Administration whose sole responsibility would be for ensuring consumers have access to safe food and 
dietary supplements on the U.S. market. 

The growth of the hemp industry has been stifled by the current FDA’s failure to act to categorize CBD 
and other non-impairing hemp derivatives as dietary supplements and food ingredients as expected 
following the passage of the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (2018 Farm Bill).  It was anticipated 
that after the passage of the 2018 Farm Bill, U.S. hemp processors would contribute an economic impact 
of $15 billion in just food and cosmetic products. By the year 2026, the U.S. is expected to export another 



$21 billion worth of hemp and hemp derivatives to international markets making the United States a 
leader in global hemp production. But the lack of regulatory certainty from the FDA is holding our 
industry back.  

Despite the bipartisan support for hemp in Congress, the current FDA has not taken any actions to help 
the U.S. domestic hemp industry grow. The focus from the FDA has been on cannabinoids, which we 
believe need to be regulated appropriately, but it’s had consequences on the rest of the hemp supply 
chain. For instance, many farmers who grow hemp solely for its fiber and grain—hemp byproducts that 
the FDA explicitly acknowledged contain no naturally occurring CBD or THC—have been reticent to get 
into the hemp economy because of the lack of a clear regulatory pathway for hemp-derived products.  

That has had devastating downstream consequences for the domestic hemp industry. First, many farmers 
have been reluctant to begin growing hemp because the FDA continues to create confusion in the industry 
by failing to act. Secondly, this reluctance has limited our industry’s capacity building as intended by 
Congress for hemp’s industrial uses like home building, automobile manufacturing, textiles, and animal 
feed.  

Restrictions on allowing hemp grain and hemp silage for use as animal feed has harmed American 
farmers, especially considering the growing global grain shortage and rise in the cost of production for 
meat and dairy animals.  The hemp industry is not alone in being frustrated with the FDA’s failure to 
prioritize the food side of their directive. Both the dairy and beef industries testified to Congress that the 
“regulatory barrier” of the FDA’s current approval process “prevents timely market availability,” and 
have called for “expediting approval of animal feed additives with meaningful sustainability benefits for 
dairy.”  

Most importantly, many regulators and policymakers overlook hemp’s environmentally sustainable 
qualities. Besides hemp’s ability to remediate toxic chemicals, metals, and pesticides from the soil, for 
every ton of hemp that is produced, it sequesters 1.63 tons of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.  When 
the FDA continues to stifle our industry and define hemp as only about cannabinoids, then we lose the 
opportunity for other industrial uses and its ability to be used as a powerful tool to meet our climate 
change obligations  

With the variety of hemp’s industrial uses, we believe your legislation to separate food and dietary 
supplements from the current FDA’s regulatory authority is necessary to help the burgeoning hemp 
industry not just grow, but if managed correctly, help create manufacturing jobs, secure our nation’s food 
supply and make an impact in the global fight against climate change.  

Sincerely, 

 

Patrick Atagi 
President and CEO 
National Industrial Hemp Council 
 


