
 
 

October 5, 2022 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Majority Leader Schumer:  
 
I’m writing to express support for United States Department of Agriculture designee Alexis 
Taylor to be Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs and ask 
that her nomination be brought to the floor for swift consideration.  
 
On behalf of the growers, producers, and retailers who make up America’s hemp industry, the 
National Industrial Hemp Council (NIHC) serves to educate the American public and 
policymakers about hemp and support a commonsense approach to policymaking for U.S. 
domestic hemp industry. The cornerstone of our mission is that consumers have a right to know 
what’s in the hemp-derived products they’re buying and that they have a right to feel safe.  
 
In 2026, the U.S. domestic hemp industry is estimated to export $21 billion worth of hemp and 
hemp derivatives overseas.  This year, the NIHC has received over $1.1 million in grants from 
FAS. That includes supporting the USDA’s work by participating in the Foreign Agricultural 
Services (FAS) Market Access Program (MAP) to open international markets for America’s 
domestic hemp producers overseas; working with two different technical assistance for 
specialty crop (TASC) grants to create a database to inform domestic hemp producers of the 
regulatory environments throughout Europe and Asia and to conduct a life-cycle analysis of the 
hemp plant to highlight and better inform international regulators of hemp’s carbon sequester 
ability and do our part to help the United States meet its climate change obligations.  
 
Right now the NIHC, with the support of USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service, is on the ground 
and working in Ukraine to develop programming and build capacity for using hemp-based 



building materials. This includes using hemp fiber-based building materials and building housing 
for refugees affected by the Russian aggression toward the Ukrainian people.  
 
As a member of the USDA’s Agricultural Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC) for Cotton, 
Tobacco, Hemp, and Peanuts, I work directly with staff at the USDA’s Foreign Agriculture 
Service and the United States Trade Representative’s office and help advise them on the 
technical barriers to trade of non-intoxicating cannabis internationally.  Our industry has come 
a long way since the passage of the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 which legalized the 
domestic hemp industry. In just a few short years, the United States is already poised to lead 
the world in hemp production. 
 
Despite our progress, we still have many challenges in expanding markets for domestic hemp 
producers.  As Director of the Oregon Department of Agriculture, Alexis Taylor has been a 
leader in making sure that hemp growers in her state can operate on a level playing field 
alongside producers of other row crop commodities and specialty crops. She is someone who 
can distinguish between industrial hemp and its many uses in food, clothing, shelter, and the 
higher-THC cannabis industry and she has demonstrated leadership in keeping Oregon 
consumers safe.  
 
Alexis Taylor received overwhelming bipartisan support in the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry and we can’t see why with her background in public service 
her nomination should be delayed any further.   
 
We believe Alexis Taylor would be a phenomenal voice for American farmers on the global 
stage. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Patrick Atagi 
President and CEO 
National Industrial Hemp Council 


